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The school is the last expenditure upon which

America should be willing to economize.

Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Willow Grove



Dear Willow Grove Community ~

| have been involved in education for more than 20 years. | am passionate about
student learning and am a strong supporter of public education. | have seen waves
of academic trends and political issues come and go over those years. In all that
time, | can’t recall a more critical situation for our children’s schools than right now,
with our state’s financial crisis impacting directly in the classrooms. Meanwhile, our
families are personally feeling the pinch of the state of the economy as well. Job
losses, upside-down mortgages, food and energy costs are directly hitting us all. Yet,
as we weather this financial storm, schools continue to ask our families for their
continued support. To help you understand Willow Grove’s financial constraints we
have included a chart on the following page that takes a look at the numbers, less
salaries, which are covered by District dollars.

It is clear that what state funding provides is bare bones. | am hugely grateful that
our Foundation is committed to providing relief to our budget situation, and has
worked closely with me to determine priorities and needs. As you read through this
brochure, | am confident that you will discover the Board of Directors at WGEF is
attending to four main issues:

= Offsetting increased class sizes by hiring certificated teachers, called
Impact Teachers, and instructional aides.

®=  Providing resources to enhance Willow Grove’s instructional program
through hiring P.E. and Music staff.

= Supporting teachers with funding for instructional materials individually and
through grade level grants.

= Supporting our state-of-the-art technology with maintenance funds for tools
such as LCD projectors and printers.

| hope you will assist us as best you can in these trying times. Ultimately, each
WGES student deserves a learning experience at their grade level this coming year
that meets or exceeds expectations for them as it would in any year, regardless of
budget constraints.

Respectfully,

Kimberlie Rens
Principal
Willow Grove Elementary School







